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1 . IN A BRIEF YEAR-END INTERVIEW, FOREIGN MINISTER BLANCO 
TOLD REPORTERS THE UNPRECEDENTED NUMBER OF PRESIDENTIAL 
LEVEL MEETINGS DURING 1975 (ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, CHILE, 

BOLIVIA, AND PARAGUAY) WERE NOT MERELY CONTACTS OF CHIEFS 
OF STATE, BUT THAT EACH ONE MARKED THE SIGNING OF 
IMPORTANT AGREEMENTS WHICH FURTHERED THE INTEGRATION OF 
THE REGION. 

2. THE FONMIN STATED THAT THE GOU WAS VERY SATISFIED WITH 
THE RESULTS OF AN "EXTRAORDINARILY ACTIVE" YEAR WHICH HAD 
MADE URUGUAY'S INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE FELT. HE ADDED THAT 
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IN 1973 TO "OPEN OUR COUNTRY TO THE OUTSIDE." 1976, SAID 
BLANCO, WILL BE A YEAR OF BROADENING THESE OPENINGS WITH 
OTHER AREAS OF THE HEMISPHERE AND CONSOLIDATING OPENINGS 
(PRESUMABLY IN THE SOUTHERN CONE AND WITH BRAZIL AND 
PARAGUAY) ALREADY MADE. IT IS THE GOU'S INTENTION TO 
NEGOTIATE CONDITIONS APPROPRIATE FOR COMMERCE BUT GIVING 
THEM SUBSTANCE LIES WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR "TO WHICH WE 
WILL GIVE MOST DECIDED SUPPORT." 

3. COMMENT: THE PRESS HAS REPORTED THAT PRESIDENTS 
STROESSNER AND PINOCHET WILL VISIT URUGUAY FEBRUARY 3 AND 
18, RESPECTIVELY, ALTHOUGH THE DATES ARE NOT YET CONFIRMED 
OFFICIALLY. DURING THE VISIT OF STROESSNER IT IS EXPECTED 
THAT A TRADE AGREEMENT, WHICH DID NOT MATERIALIZE DURING 
BORDABERRY'S MAY 1975 VISIT TO ASUNCION, WILL BE SIGNED. 

IN ADDITION, OTHER AGREEMENTS ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND 
BI-NATIONAL FIRMS MAY BE SIGNED. ALL OF THIS DIPLOMATIC 
ACTIVITY IS RELATED TO THE GOU'S FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVE 
OF FORGING A SERIES OF POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL 
TIES AMONG SOUTHERN CONE STATES, TIES WHICH IT IS HOPED 
WILL EVENTUALLY PROMOTE INTEGRATION WITHIN THE REGION. 
BLANCO ALSO SEEMED TO BE SIGNALLING SOME EXPANSION OF 

THESE EFFORTS TO OTHER AREAS, TYING THEM TO THE GOU'S 
CONTINUING EMPHASIS ON PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT. SIRACUSA 
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